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EDENTATA

ED'DA, tlie name given to two ancient
writings in Scandinavian literature, known
respectively as the Elder, or Poetical Edda,
and the lounger, or Prose Edda. The first
of these was compiled probably some time
between the tenth and the thirteenth century.
It consists of a collection of thirty-three
songs which treat of the Scandinavian gods
and heroes. The Younger Edda presents a
kind of synopsis of the Northern mythology,
and contains a treatise on the poetry and
versification of the skalds, or ancient poets.
It was first published in the seventeenth cen-
tury, but it is supposed to have been written
in the thirteenth.

EDDY, CLARENCE (1851- ), an Amer-
ican organist and composer, born at Green-
field, Mass., and educated in America and in
Germany. He was for twenty years a church
organist in Chicago, and in the course of that
time, and later, gained and maintained celeb-
rity through his performances at internation-
al expositions and recitals in the great world
centers of music. He has been called the
greatest organist in America. Abroad he
has received full recognition of his genius
as an artist and as a composer.

EDDY, MARY BAKER (1821-1910), the
discoverer and founder of Christian Science,
born at Bow, K H., July 16, 1821. She re-
ceived her early education from her brother,
Albert Baker, and at a private school in'
Tilton, K H. Always thoughtful and reli-
gious, she early united with the Congrega-
tional Church, of which she remained a mem-
ber until after her discovery of Christian
Science. Of this discovery, which came to
pass when she was living in Lynn, Mass.,
she wrote: "During twenty years prior to
my discovery I had been trying to trace all
physical effects to a mental cause; and in the
latter part of 1866 I gained the scientific
certainty that all causation is Mind and every
effect a mental phenomenon.7* She then laid
plans fo spread her doctrines.

In 1875 Mrs. Eddy published Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures, the
Christian Science text-book, which has been
through many editions and has been trans-
lated into many foreign languages. Among
her works written later are Miscellaneous
Writings, Unity of Good, The Church Man-
ual, Retrospection- and Introspection, Jtudi-
mental DMne Science, and Pulpit and Press.
Tn 1879 she organized the Church of Christ,
Scientist, which in 1892 was reorganized as

the First Church of Christ, Scientist, in
Boston, Mass. In 18S1 she opened the Mas-
sachusetts Metaphysical College, the only in-
stitution of this kind having a charter from
the state. Mrs. Eddy founded the periodicals
of the denomination now issued by the Chris-
tian Science Publishing Society from its
building in Boston, including the Christian
Science Journal, a monthly; Der Herold der
Christian Science, a German monthly; the
Christian Science Sentinel, a weekly; and the
Christian Science Monitor, an international
daily.

When a young woman, Mrs. Eddy was
married to George Washington Glover and
removed with him to Charleston, South Caro-
lina, where he died. In 1877 she married
Dr. Asa G. Eddy, who was associated with
her in the work of Christian Science.

For a number of years, Mrs. Eddy lived
in comparative retirement at Concord, N. H.
In 1908 she went to Chestnut Hill, a suburb
of Boston, where she remained until her
death in 1910, loved and revered by a vast
multitude of people. Unlike many reform-
ers, Mrs. Eddy was privileged to see the frui-
tion of her work in the wide acceptance of
her teachings. Before her death she was rec-
ognized as one of the world's great religious
leaders. See CHRISTIAN SCIENCE.

EDEN", in Biblical literature, the country
where man first resided, specifically, the home
of Adam and Eve. Much has been written
upon the probable locality of Eden, but
writers fail to agree in establishing its boun-
daries, though nearly all concur in locating
it somewhere near the head of the Persian
Gulf, probably in the valley of the Euphra-
tes, as this country conforms more closely
than any other part of the world to the de-
scription given in Genesis,

EDENTATA, e den ta'tah, a group of ani-
mals that have no front cutting teeth and
therefore feed on insects and decaying animal
matter. The pangolins and ant-eaters have
no teeth at all; the armadillo, sloth, and
aard-vark have rudimentary teeth In the
back of the jaws. The edentata rank as the
lowest of mammals, because the brain is small
and undeveloped. The animals are slow in
their movements, owing to the peculiar struc-
ture of their legs, which terminate in hoof like
claws, The bodies are covered with coarse
hair, which in the case of the pangolin forms
a protective armor. Some of the edentata
are found in Africa and Southern Asia, but